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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 




Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



Sir: 



Under the provisions of 37 C.F.R, 1.97, et seq., including specifically subsections 



(g) and (h) thereof, Applicant(s) call to the attention of the Examiner the documents 
listed in the attached Form PTO-1449(modified). Copies of the references listed in 
Form PTO-1449 are provided for the Examiner's review and entry in the record herein, 
except for references previously submitted to or cited by the Office in a prior 



application. 



0 This application claims priority to and relies on the earlier filing date of prior 
application Serial No. 60/214,670, filed on June 27, 2000. 



r 0 ■ 



o 



Should there be a charge for submission of this Information Disclosure 
Statement, please charge this fee or credit any overpayment for this Information 
Disclosure Statement to Deposit Account 04-0500. A duplicate copy of this sheet is 
enclosed. 



March 25, 2002 



sspqfctfully $bmitted/r 



iiel R. Alexander 
brney for Applicant 
Registration No. 32,604 
Telephone Number: (864) 503-1372 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this Information Disclosure Statement is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231, on March 25, 
2002 along with the attached 22 Patertf/Rfeference documents, Form PTO-1449 (Modified), and a postcard receipt. 
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Form PTO-1449 (Modified) 
LIST OF PATENTS 
AND PUBLICATIONS FOR 

APPLICANT'S INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 



EXAMINER 
INITIALS 



ATTY.DOCKET NO. 
3046A 




FILING DATE 
June 25, 2001 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



IDENTIFIER 



AA 



DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

1,008,618 



DATE 



11/14/11 



NAME 



Skowronski et al. 



SERIAL NO. 
09/888,749 



GROUP 
1171 



CLASS 



SUB- 
CLASS 



FILING DATE 



07/02/09 



AB 



2,599,049 



06/03/52 



Dollinger 



15 



301 



07/16/47 



AC 



3,306,808 



02/28/67 



Thompson et al. 



161 



66 



11/22/63 



AD 



4,045,605 



08/30/77 



Breens et al. 



428 



88 



06/1 8/7C 



AE 



4,353,944 



10/12/82 



Tarui 



428 



74 



05/02/80 



AF 



4,371,371 



02/01/83 



Smrekar 



8 



531 



06/15/81 



05/03/88 



Parkins 



AL 



5,240,530 



08/31/93 



Fink 



AM 



5,305,565 



04/26/94 



Nagahama et al. 



AN 



5,545,276 



08/13/96 



Higgins 



AO 



5,786,083 



07/28/98 



Harris 



AP 



5,887,416 



03/30/99 



Shimono et al. 



AQ 



5,987,867 



11/23/99 



AR 



6,030,685 



02/29/00 



Lang et al. 



Schweighardt et al. 



217 



03/09/87 




156 



94 



02/10/92 



52 



1 77 



05/14/91 



156 



79 



03/03/94 



428 



373 



12/04/96 



57 



236 



11/13/97 



57 



236 



05/17/96 



428 



97 



08/04/97 



EXAMINER 
INITIALS 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



IDENTIFIER 



(CONT. 

FROM 

ABOVE) 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUB- 
CLASS 



TRANSLATION: 
YES NO 



AS 



AT 



AU 



AV 



0 933 059 A2 



0 965 300 A1 



1.211.755 



95/30040 



04/08/99 



EP 



12/22/99 



EP 



10/07/58 



FR 



4Pa 



11/09/95 



WO 



3* 



2& 



OTHER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



NONE 



Examiner 



Date Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copyof this form with next communication to applicant. 



